
 
Nantucket School Committee Meeting 

May 21, 2009 
 

Present:  Dr. Timothy Lepore, Mrs. Robin Harvey, Mrs. Jenny Garneau, Mrs. Melissa 
Bonvini-Murphy, Mrs. Helene Blair, and Dr. Robert Pellicone. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the high school cafeteria. 
 
Mrs. Blair moved to approve the agenda.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  So voted. 
 
Recognition of staff and students:  Mr. Sortevik, 7th grade teacher at CPS, and some of 
his students reported on a photography project, “Landmarks of Nantucket”.    The middle 
school students, with a grant from the Nantucket Golf Club Foundation and with the 
assistance of the Nantucket Historical Association, took photographs of Nantucket 
landmarks that they would miss the most if they disappeared.  The Committee was 
invited to an opening of the project on May 31 at 2:00 PM in the Whaling Museum.   
 
Mr. Buckey reported that the high school’s accreditation has been continued by the 
NEASC.   He introduced Dave Fredericks who reported on a proposal for a wind turbine 
on school property.  The turbine would lower electric bills, provide a stable cost of 
power, and provide educational opportunities for students.   The objectives of the 
proposal included securing grants, developing education programs and partnerships, 
garnering community support, and procuring and installing a wind turbine by the spring 
of 2010. The Schmidt Family Foundation is offering to cover the costs of the project not 
covered by grants.  A letter of support of the proposal and support of obtaining all grants 
possible needed to be sent from the Committee to the Board of Selectmen.   Mrs. Garneau 
moved to support the wind turbine project and to have a letter in support of the proposal 
sent to the Board of Selectmen.  Mrs. Murphy seconded.  So voted.   
 
Pay-to-Participate:    Mr. Maury highlighted the proposal for athletic participation fees:  
participation in one sport:  $150; two sports:  $125; three sports:  $100.  There will be a 
$600 cap per family per year.  No student will be denied the opportunity to participate for 
financial reasons.  Scholarship money will be available for student athletes with financial 
needs; a fundraiser is being planned for the fall to cover user fees for those students.  This 
summer Mr. Maury will do an analysis of all sports and participants and get feedback 
from faculty, coaches and the public.  Mrs. Murphy moved to endorse the pay-to-
participate proposal and recommended that a policy be developed for pay-to-play.  Mrs. 
Garneau seconded.  So voted.  Mr. Maury announced that Vito Capizzo has retired after 
45 years as head football coach.  Recognition of his long career is being planned for this 
fall.  Mr. Maury noted that his first year has been an exciting one. 
 
Dr. Lepore left the meeting at 7:00 PM.   
 
Kim Albertson and Beth Morris were recognized for their Nantucket Golf Club 
Foundation Excellence in Teaching Award. 



 
Mrs. Garneau moved to approve the invoices and transfers.  Mrs. Blair seconded.  So 
voted. 
 
Superintendent’s Report:  Ad Hoc Fiscal Committee:  There were four applicants, but 
only three applications were received.  The appointment was deferred until the next 
meeting in order to receive all applications. 
 
School Invoices:  They are available for public review in the business office.   
 
Future Discussion on Parent Conferences:  A sub-committee will be set up to look at 
conference, i.e., if there are too little or too many, etc.  Mrs. Blair expressed concern with 
time lost in the classroom because of conferences. 
 
Professional Development Days:   Professional development days were not earmarked in 
the 2009-2010 school calendar.  The superintendent, NTA, and principals will meet next 
week.  The Committee will be given an outline. 
 
Formative & Summative Evaluations by NES Coaches:  Coaches will receive feedback 
from staff.  A report from Dr. Chapin, a math consultant, was received last week. 
 
Dr. Pellicone announced that John Miller has been offered a three-year contract 
beginning July 1, 2009. 
 
Asst. Superintendent’s Report:  Observations: 
 
Dr. Colley reported that the DOE is exploring the expansion of data it collects from 
school, i.e., requiring information on staff observations and professional status.  Staff 
who are not classroom-based, i.e. counselors, nurses, etc., will need to be looked at in 
depth regarding observations.  Dr. Colley gave a status report on the number of staff who 
have or have not been observed that are on professional and non-professional status.  
Mrs. Murphy suggested that each person bring an outline of issues that they felt impede 
them to provide successful observations before the first meeting of the evaluation sub-
committee. 
 
Guidance Study:  Three quotes were sought as required and two were received.  One was 
for $10,000 plus travel expenses and the second quote was for $20,000.   Teachers, pupil 
services staff and the NTA will be met with to review the proposal from the company that 
will be used.  Job descriptions will be provided to the consulting firm.  Three people will 
come to conduct on-site interviews with individuals and groups.  They should be done by 
June 10 and a written report will be received within four to six weeks.  Mrs. Blair read a 
statement in regard to her concern as a committee member with the blurred line in its role 
as an advocate for education and as an advocate for school services that fall under 
counseling.  She was pleased that a thorough analysis of what is already in place will be 
done.  Mrs. Murphy and Mrs. Blair will be scheduled to meet with the consultants. 
 



There was no student council report.  Dr. Lepore returned to the meeting at 7:40 PM. 
 
School Committee Sub-Committee Appointments: 
 
Ad Hoc Fiscal Budget:  Jenny Garneau 
Town Ad Hoc Budget:  Robin Harvey, Helene Blair 
Policy:  Helene Blair, Melissa Bonvini-Murphy 
Evaluation:  Helene Blair, Jenny Garneau 
NET:  Robin Harvey, Melissa Bonvini Murphy 
Scholarship:  Helene Blair, Tim Lepore 
TA Negotiations:  Tim Lepore, Robin Harvey 
 
Sub-Committee Reports: 
 
May 13, 2009 – Community Forum:  Youth Risk Survey:  The forum presented the 
results from the survey.  Mrs. Garneau thanked ASAP for working very hard to put it 
together.   
 
Mar 15-16, 2009- MASC Workshop – Charting the Course:  Mrs. Blair and Mrs. Murphy 
attended the workshop which was required for newly elected committee members.  They 
both felt it was an excellent experience.   
 
After an amendment was made, Mrs. Blair moved to approve the minutes of May 5, 
2009.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  So voted.   Dr. Lepore moved to approve the minutes of 
May 12, 2009.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  So voted. 
 
Agenda for the next meeting on June 2, 2009:  Topics will include a report on the first 
meetings of the professional development committee and evaluation model committee, 
and the ad hoc fiscal committee appointments. 
 
Dr. Lepore moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 PM.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  So voted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


